These Germans!

sufficiently occupied, and goes home with a good conscience
feeling that he has done his bit.

OTtO VON BISMARCK,   1 88 1

The best and the worst of the Germans, and even of their
scholars, has hitherto been that they are more prone to super-
stition and eager credulity than other peoples: their vices
are, now as of old, drink and a tendency to suicide (this being
a sign of spiritual lethargy, which can be easily driven to
throw over the traces); their besetting peril lies in all that
fetters the power of the intellect and releases the affects (as,
for example, the immoderate addiction to music and the
spiritual intoxicants): for the emotion of the German is
unprofitable and self-destructive as that of the drunkard.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1 88 1

The Germans think they are profound when they feel heavy
and melancholy; they sweat when they feel; and sweating
they regard as a proof of their "earnestness." Their souls are
boorish ; the spirit of beer is potent even in their ideas.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1 88 2-1 88 8

The German drags his soul after him, and he does the same
with all that he experiences. He digests events badly; he has
never "finished" with them; German profanity is often only
a heavy and uncertain "digestion."

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1885

The German soul is full of paths and bypaths ; in it there are
caverns and hiding-places and castle keeps; in its disorder
there is something of the charm of the mysterious; the
German is at home on all the crooked paths to chaos. And as
everything loves its like, so the German loves the clouds, and
all that is undefined, in act of becoming, crepuscular, veiled
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